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But deeds, 'tis sure,
For aye endure."

and again

in the

Samyutta Nikaya,

III, 2,

10:

"Naught follows him who leaves this life;
For all things must be left behind
Wife, daughters, sons, one's kin, and friends,
Gold, grain and wealth of every kind.
But every deed a man performs,
With body, or with voice, or mind,
own.
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The position of natural man is best represented by Goethe, who
poem on "Vanity" portrays to us an old soldier who puts his
trust in nothing.
Far from condemning this attitude we point out
in his

which he displays in abandoning all hope of finding
permanency and boldly taking the stand of living in the moment, is
in itself not immoral.
It is a kind of liberation from the anxiety of
a hankering after the imattainable. I refer to the well-known poem
which begins
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And

drink his cup of wine."

We

know Goethe too well to think that he would advise us to
moment in carousing and wine bibbing, and we would
have to supplement this poem on vanity by other expressions of his
sentiment, such as his poem on "Prometheus," who in proud selfuse the

reliance boldly builds

up

his life in spite of the tyrant Zeus, saying:
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Exercise thy strength
On oaks and mountain peaks.
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number we publish an

article

by the Rev. Walter C.

presents a contrast between the Rubaiyat and Christian

hymns, thus pointing out the difference between Christian thought
and the lesson Omar Khayyam preaches including his attitude
toward the transiency of life. The Christian view is in many respects identical with the Buddhist view,^ if we bear in mind that
sometimes the former goes too far in its reliance on transitory expressions of the truth. Whittier's call "to works of love and duty
as our being's end" and Bonar's exhortation which begins, "He
liveth long who liveth well" are certainly sentiments which might
appear in any religious poetry, even in the Buddhist canon, but
when Arthur Cleveland Coxe compares the transient kingdoms of
the world with the holy church of God he ought to mark the differThe one
ence between the ideal church and the real churches.
might be realized with any aspiring congregation that lives for the
truth, while the several embodiments of church institutions are not
they rise into existence and will pass away,
eternal but change
whereas Mr. Coxe says, "Unshaken as the eternal hills unmovable
;

she stands."

Mr. Green has included some hymns which we would have preferred to omit, but

we do

not intend to criticize either his literary

which is determined
by individual disposition, and naturally differs according to the denomination of a writer and his philosophical standpoint. Nevertheless it seems to us that considering the popularity of the Rubaiyat
it is well worth while to ponder on the problem of transiency, and
taste or his preference in religious sentiment,

to heed well the truth of this doctrine as well as the choice of the

proper attitude which

man ought

to take in the face of this truth.

* For
a consideration of tlie contrast between Buddhism and Omar Khayyam, see the writer's hook Buddhism and Its Christian Critics, pages 118-119,
also the chapter on "Goethe a Buddhist."

